
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  
 

 

THE PROMISED SPIRIT COMES WITH BLESSING
Pentecost

streams of living water will 
flow FROM DEEP WITHIN 

the person who believes in me 
- John 7:38
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

May 31, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For 
worshippers joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any 
questions, just as an usher or other volunteer. 

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 
any questions or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. There is tape on the floor of the 
Welcome Center to help assist you in practicing social distancing. Please feel free to 
worship from the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of 
people in the sanctuary. Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, and kleenex 
are available in the Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on 
west side of the worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the hymns are 
available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Offering plates and friendship registers will not be distributed. Our offering can be 
placed in the slots on the top of the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. Those 
with smartphones can fill in the online connect card. 

† The children’s quiet activity bags have been removed.  However, children’s bulletins 
can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. If you children 
become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The Children’s Message 
will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited forward. Please keep 
them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

I will pour out my Spirit. God’s Old Testament people celebrated the 
gathering of the harvest at the Festival of Weeks. On the fiftieth day after 
Easter, God sent the promised Counselor on the day we call “Pentecost." This 
day marks the birthday of the New Testament Church and celebrates the 

harvest of souls won by the Son and gathered by his servants empowered by his Spirit. 
Pentecost is the third great festival of the Church and has been commemorated since at 
least 217 A.D. This day also brings a close to the Season of Easter when our risen Lord 
now empowers his people to be witnesses of the resurrection for the world.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is red to remind us of the tongues of fire that marked 
the Spirit’s gift to the Apostles. 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Dialogue for Pentecost. Scripture quotations taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®. NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Confession of Sins: Christian Worship: Supplement. © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net A-719903

“There Is a Redeemer.” by Melody Green © 1982 Birdwing Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Pub.) (Admin. by 
BMG Music Pub.) BMG Songs, Inc. (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Pub.) (Admin. by BMG Music Pub.) Ears To Hear 
(Admin. by BMG Music Pub.) (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Pub.). Used by permission: CCLI #145043

Psalm 51b & Closing Prayer from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All 
rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN O Holy Spirit, Enter In | CW 184
Verse 1: Men; Verse 2: Women; Verse 3: All

Please remain seated.
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 
M: Brothers and sisters in Christ: We rejoice to gather in the Lord’s house today after a 

significant time without public worship. Although we have been strengthened by 
the gospel during this time, we have missed the cherished blessing of meeting 
together in God’s house with fellow believers to hear God’s Word and be 
encouraged by our fellowship together. We know that God has been present with 
us in our lives and is present with us here. Pentecost, which we also celebrate today, 
reminds us of that as we draw our attention to the work of the Holy Spirit 
throughout God’s Word and in our lives.

DIALOGUE FOR PENTECOST 
M: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Now the earth was formless and empty,
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. Genesis 1:1-2

C: The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life. Job 33:4

M: Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
C: If I go up to the heavens, you are there;

if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. Psalm 139:7-8

  As we enter back into public worship for the 
first time in a long time, we ask the Holy 

Spirit to join us. Watch for that theme 
throughout the service!
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M: The Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever.” Genesis 6:3

C: O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath.
M: Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am faint; O Lord, heal me, for my bones are in agony.
C: Turn, O Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love. Psalm 6:1,2,4

M: Jesus said to his disciples, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven;
if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” John 20:22-23

C: No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. John 3:5-6

M: The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. Isaiah 61:1

C: There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life
set me free from the law of sin and death. Romans 8:1

M: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
 2 Corinthians 3:17

C: Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful people,
and kindle in us the fire of your love. Alleluia! 

M: The Holy Spirit does indeed fill the hearts of his people. This means that we are able 
to realize that we are in constant need of forgiveness because of our sin. But it also 
means that we know where to go with that sin. Therefore, let us confess our sins to 
God, ask for his forgiveness, and receive his gracious pardon.

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF SINS
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of Jesus, God’s Son, your guilt is removed. By the work of the Holy 
Spirit in your hearts, you can cling to God’s promises all the days of your life. In the 
joy of forgiveness, we sing the song of praise:
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C: There is a Redeemer 
Verses: Song Leader(s, Refrain: All

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray. 

Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your gifts of grace. 
Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we 
may tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Father, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated
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The Word

FIRST LESSON  Acts 2:1-21
The Holy Spirit comes in power.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 51b
Read Responsively

ALL: Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts 
and kindle in us the fire of your love.

M: O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
C: You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
M: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
ALL: Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts 

and kindle in us the fire of your love.
M: Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
C: Do not cast me from your presence 

or take your Holy Spirit from me.
M: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
C: Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

and sinners will turn back to you.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
ALL: Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts 

and kindle in us the fire of your love.

  These responses can only be realized and 
said by the Holy Spirit's power in us. We 

have indeed heard God's Word and we 
rightly give thanks for those words.
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SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 12:3-11
Different gifts; same Spirit!
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
C: Against such things there is no law. Alleluia. (Galatians 5:22-23)

Please stand.
GOSPEL  John 7:37-39
The Savior promises to send his Spirit.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
For the time being, please keep children with you in the pews for the Children's Message.

HYMN Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord |CW 176
Verse 1: Pastors; Verse 2: Song Leader(s); Verse 3: All

SERMON - GIVE THANKS FOR THE SPIRIT

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. 
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He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  
Offerings can be placed in the slots in the information booth in the Welcome 
Center.

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic 
option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you 
with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING On the Day of Pentecost  

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Holy Spirit of God, we worship and glorify you as the Lord and giver of all spiritual 

life. By our own thinking and choosing, we should still be lost in our sins, and 
wandering in spiritual darkness toward eternal death. Only by your gift of life do 
we now confess that Jesus Christ is our Lord; only by your enlightenment do we 
know the loving heart of our Father in heaven and his promise of eternal life in 
Christ.

C: With the Father and the Son, you are one God, one Lord.
M: We thank you for fulfilling the Word you gave by the prophets and the promise 

spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ. You came down on the Day of Pentecost to guide 
and comfort the apostles, to lead them into all truth, and to reveal your plan to save 
us.

C: Extend your Church throughout the world by the Words we speak and the 
messengers we send.
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M: We praise you for calling us by the gospel and making us sons and daughters of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus. By Baptism you clothed us in his righteousness. You 
gathered us into his flock, the one holy Christian Church, where we hear the 
Shepherd’s voice proclaiming the forgiveness of all our sins.

C: Live in us, Holy Spirit, and warm our hearts with the fire of your love.
M: Continue to preserve us in the one true faith by the means you have chosen, our 

Savior’s gospel in Word and sacraments.
C: Enable us to present ourselves with all our abilities as thank offerings to him 

who sacrificed himself for us.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

M: Sanctify us in body, mind, and spirit to glorify our Father in heaven and to serve 
our neighbor here on earth with good works, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated.

HYMN Holy Spirit, Light Divine | CW 183
Verse 1: Song leader(s); Verse 2: Men; Verse 3: Women; Verse 4: Pastors; Verse 5: All

Please stand.
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.
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BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The 

Lord make his face shine on you and 
be gracious to you.  The Lord look on 
you with favor and give you peace.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God | CW 272
All Sing

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL
To minimize personal contact, please wait for the ushers to dismiss you from the back to the front. Please 
take this service folder with you and dispose of it properly.  The pastor will greet you outside.  Please avoid 
handshakes and hugs.

  Many of our more "experienced" 
worshipers will recognize this tune from 

an older order of service. It is fitting to ask 
that the Holy Spirit's work be done at the 
beginning of worship, as well as when we 

depart to our homes for the week.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In Acts 2 Pentecost was celebrated. This is also called the Festival of Weeks or 
Reaping. Read more about this festival in Exodus 23:14-17, Leviticus 23:15-22, and 
Deuteronomy 16:9-12. What connections do you see between this Old Testament 
religious festival and what happened with the disciples in Acts 2?

2. The Gospel reading from John 7 occurred during a different religious festival, the 
Festival of Tabernacles or Booths. Read about this festival in Leviticus 23:39-43 and 
Deuteronomy 16:13-17. While Pentecost or the Festival of Weeks celebrated the 
firstfruits of the harvest, the Festival of Tabernacles celebrated the completed 
harvest. Thinking about your answer to question 1, what do these two festivals mean 
for the present-day New Testament believer?

3. In John 7 Jesus speaks about receiving living water from him. Jesus also spoke about 
living water to the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4? What insights from that 
section of Scripture can we gain as we seek to fully understand Jesus here?

4. Why are we thirsty? How do you attempt to quench this thirst apart from Jesus?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIBLE STUDY IN GYM Sundays | 9:15-10:15AM

We will be looking at the Lord’s Supper. Bible Class will be held in the gym.  To keep of 
our childcare areas safe and clean, please enter through the glass doors leading from the 
outside bell tower area. We will use the cafeteria tables, which are six feet across. Two 
couples could technically sit at one table, but one family per table is best. No snacks will 
be provided. However, a volunteer will serve coffee in the hallway leading to the gym.  If 
you are uncomfortable joining the study, you can request a copy by emailing or calling 
the church office (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634). 

WHEN GOD WHISPERS YOUR NAME June 2 | 9:45-11:00AM

Join Women Walking in the Word as they resume their Bible studies on June 2. They are 
exploring Max Lucado’s book, When God Whispers Your Name. Find out how God helps us 
hear his voice in unexpected places. The study meets in the Resource Center on Tuesdays. 

SUNDAY SCRIP SALES MOVED

Since we are using the scrip table as our Information Booth, Sunday sales of scrip have 
been moved to the hallway by the cafeteria.  To keep of our childcare areas safe and clean, 
please enter through the glass doors leading from the outside bell tower area.  Scrip is still 
available from the church office during the week and can be ordered online at anytime.

AN UPDATE FOR NORTHLAND SCRIP USERS 

Even though Northland is closed, scrip is still available. You can buy stock from the church 
office during regular office hours, and we will be selling again on Sunday mornings when 
we resume regular church services. You can also order directly from Northland on Monday 
mornings before 11:00 by emailing there (scrip@nlhs.org) or calling or texting the scrip 
coordinator, Christine Van Brocklin, at 269-673-5892. If you are interested, Christine can also 
help you with the option to order electronically by purchasing e-gift cards or reloading 
physical cards, both of which are immediately available. Thank you as we look forward to 
again more fully supporting Northland through scrip.
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CHILDCARE REOPENS June 1

Our childcare has been closed during the Safer-at-Home order simply because so few 
parents needed care during that time.  Now that children are out of school and people are 
returning to work, our childcare it is reopening.  Mrs. Melso and her staff have developed 
procedures to provide as safe an environment as possible for the children. You can help 
by not using the school/childcare hallways.  If you are in need of summer childcare, please 
contact Mrs. Melso at littlelambs@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634 ext. 1119.

BIG THINGS ARE COMING

The rescheduling of some major events like confirmation is still up in the air. We want as 
many people as possible to help us celebrate these big days. However, we also want 
people to feel safe and comfortable coming to our church. Plus, we want the families 
involved to have enough time make plans themselves. So, look for announcements 
coming soon. Thank you for your patience.

MAY WELS CONNECTION

We didn’t have a chance to show the WELS Connection video in May. If you would like 
to view it, look for the video at WELS.net near the bottom of the page. This month’s edition 
focuses on the important work of the Mission for the Visually Impaired. 

DIME & DOLLAR REOPENING June 1 |10:00AM

Dime and Dollar Thrift Store will reopen its Stevens Point location on 
June 1. During the shut-down, the store was freshened up to improve 
your shopping experience. Stop by and check it out.  The store (located at 
3268 Church St, Stevens Point) will be open Monday-Saturday from 
10AM-4PM. Your purchases help support Northland Lutheran High 
School.

If you have items to donate to Dime & Dollar, you can take them to the store or drop them 
off at church. All items must be clean, lightly-used, and in good working condition. A 
complete list of items accepted is available in the Welcome Center.  



15

CALENDAR                        May 31-June 7

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the gym

10:30 AM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the gym

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 1 Little Lambs Childcare Reopens
June 1 Dime & Dollar Thrift Store Reopens
June 21 Father’s Day
June 26 Ticket Deadline for WELS Night at Miller Park
June 28 Taste & See Online Mission Event

OFFERING REPORT
From July 1, 2019 to May 22, 2020
Actual ministry income: $944,549
Actual cost of ministry:           $992,121          

Mortgage balance:                 $1,392,219



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org

www.stpaulswr.org


